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SUBJECT: CIV AIR - CAB DECISION IN TRANSATLANTIC ROUTE 
PROCEEDING 

REF: (A) LONDON L2306 
(B) LONDON A-526 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE PRESS REACTION TO CAB'S 
PROPOSAL TO DESIGNATE ADDITIONAL US AIR CARRIERS AND 
ADDITIONAL GATEWAY POINTS FOR TRAFFIC BETWEEN THE US AND 
UK. THE MAJOR AVIATION WRITERS AGREE THAT IT WILL FUR- 
THER COMPLICATE THE ALREADY DIFFICULT RENEGOTIATION OF 
THE BERMUDA AGREEMENT. IN ADDITION, ALL POINT OUT THAT 
THE ADDITION OF MORE CARRIERS TO THE NORTH ATLANTIC AT A 
TIME WHEN UK OPINION HAS IT THAT THERE ARE ALREADY TOO 
MANY OPERATORS ON THESE ROUTES FOR ANY OF THEM TO BE 
ECONOMICALLY VIABLE WILL INSURE THAT AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE US AND UK ON THIS MATTER WILL NOT BE REACHED EASILY. 

2. IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH SENIOR BRITISH AIRWAYS AND 
CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY OFFICIALS, WHILE THEY WERE 
RESERVED IN THEIR COMMENTS, THEY REFLECTED THE OPINIONS 
REPORTED IN THE PRESS NOTED ABOVE. 
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3. ONE POINT WHICH HAS APPEARED IN MOST COMMENTS ON THE 
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CAB PROPOSAL HAS BEEN THAT IF THE CAB DECISION IS ADOPT 
ED, IT MAY BE EXPECTED THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THE 
US TO OFFER SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONAL RIGHTS TO THE UK TO 
OBTAIN UK AGREEMENT TO IMPLEMENT THE DECISION. ONE AVIA 
TION WRITER NOTED THAT THE CAB DECISION, IF IMPLEMENTED, 
COULD "CURIOUSLY" BE OUITE BENEFICIAL TO BA AT THE 
EXPENSE OF THE PRESENT US TRANSATLANTIC CARRIERS. THE 
PETITION OF UK PAN AM EMPLOYEES (REFS) SUPPORTS THIS 
VIEW. 

4. COMMENT: IN THE EMBASSY'S VIEW, THE CAB PROPOSAL 
WOULD LIKELY BE A VERY EXPENSIVE ONE TO NEGOTIATE WITH 
THE BRITISH IN TERMS OF ADDITIONAL ROUTE RIGHTS THEY 
WOULD DEMAND IF THEY ARE TO ACCEPT THE NEW US CARRIERS 
AND ROUTES. THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO SINCE THE MAJOR 
BRITISH THRUST IN RECENT BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS HAS BEEN 
TO CONTROL AND REDUCE CAPACITY ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC TO 
IMPROVE THE CARRIERS' FINANCIAL POSITION AND, IN KEEPING 
WITH THEIR ANNOUNCED AVIATION POLICY, TO LIMIT ROUTES TO 
A SINGLE UK CARRIER. FOR THESE REASONS, THE EMBASSY 
AGREES WITH MANY OF THE POINTS MADE IN THE DISSENTING 
OPINION GIVEN BY THE CAB CHAIRMAN IN THE TRANSATLANTIC 
ROUTE PROCEEDING. 

SPIERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CIVIL AVIATION, PRESS COMMENTS, AIR ROUTES, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LONDON12462 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760307-0701 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760869/aaaaciix.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 LONDON 2306, 76 LONDON A-526 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 MAY 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <09 SEP 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CIVAIR - CAB DECISION IN TRANSATLANTIC ROUTE PROCEEDING 
TAGS: EAIR, UK, CAB 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



